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Space Facts

Important dates in space exploration are listed.
Mission to Mars

Update of NASA’s Mars Odyssey mission.
Recruitment Techniques

Helpful hints for next week’s recruitment parties.

Upcoming Events

	Date
	Event

	3-3
	Movie night

	3-10
	Administrative meeting

	3-11
	Recruitment parties

	3-14
	Picnic with new members

	3-25
	Model rocket meeting

	3-31
	Model rocket launch


President’s Letter

Dear Members,

This is going to be a very exciting month for the Lambertville Space Club. I want to encourage everyone to come to the recruitment party on March 11 and bring all your friends. We will also be making arrangements for the picnic, so bring your ideas, too!
We are currently planning a trip to Kennedy Space Center. At this time the trip is scheduled for the second weekend in May. If you are interested, you should sign up immediately with Danielle Smith at (653) 555-0492 or dsmith@lpdatafiles.com. The exact price of the trip will not be known until we get a final count on how many people are going, and until the funds from the bake sale are counted.

If you have any ides for future events, please contact Danielle Smith, the event chairperson. Any suggestions are welcome.

Sincerely,

President M. Lopez

Space Exploration Facts

By F. Nimoy

Through each voyage into the unknown we call space, humans are learning more and more. It is hard to believe that only a few decades ago the first man-made object orbited the earth on October 4, 1957. We now have people living in space for long periods of time on the Mir space station.

Human space exploration began on April 12, 1961 when Vostok 1 carried the first man in space. Vostok 6 carried the first woman in space on June 16, 1963. Another huge accomplishment in space exploration occurred on July 20, 1969 when the first moonwalk occurred. An important discovery on a neighboring planet, Mars, occurred on September 1, 1982 when water frost was discovered on Mars. Venera 13 captured the first soil samples from Venus on March 1, 1982. Continuing the exploration of planets, the Mars Pathfinder launched a rover on the Mars surface on July 4, 1997. The Mars Pathfinder mission is discussed in the Mission to Mars article. For more detailed information on space exploration, visit NASA’s web site at

Mission to Mars

By L. Troi

On October 24, 2001 the Mars Odyssey orbiting spacecraft fired a rocket and was captured in orbit around Mars. The 1600 pound spacecraft’s mission is to determine what Mars is composed of and to study the radiation environment. Initially, the spacecraft will circle the planet every 25 hours. Mars Odyssey will gradually orbit closer and closer to Mars, until it maintains a 2 hour orbit. There are three science instruments on board: the Thermal Emission Imaging System, the Gamma Ray Spectrometer, and the Mars Radiation Environment Experiment. The first pictures of Mars occurred a little over thirty years ago in 1964 when the space vehicle Mariner 4 flew by the planet. Mars is 227.9 million km from the sun with a diameter of 6,796 km. It also contains numerous volcanoes, including the largest one, which is a shield volcano named Olympus Mons. There are two moons named Phobos and Deimos in orbit around Mars.
Recruitment Techniques

By J. Archer

When recruiting a new member, clearly explain who we are, what we do, and why we do it. We are people from all walks of life that are fascinated with space and the future it holds. We get together to express ideas, learn from each other, and meet new and exciting people. We belong to this club because it is the best way to meet our need for social interaction and our quest for knowledge. A potential new member should have a clear idea of what our club is about, so that they can decide if they would like to be a part of our club.
