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Endangered Species


Animal and plant life on earth is abundant. However, there are many species of animals and plants that are in danger of extinction. In the past, extinction of species was a natural process, but humans have had an impact on the natural extinction process. Examples of extinct species include the passenger pigeon that became extinct by 1914 and the Tasmanian wolf that became extinct by 1936.

Degree of Endangerment


Not all endangered species are in immediate danger of becoming extinct. Endangered species can range from probably becoming extinct without the help of humans to the population of a species declining in quantity but not in immediate danger.

Causes of Endangerment


Besides the natural causes of extinction, such as a species inability to deal with changing environmental conditions and natural predators, humans play a large role in why there has been an increase in endangered species. The natural habitats of animals and plants have been declining and changing because of the intervention of humans. Also, pollution caused by humans has harmful effects on the habitat and food supply of animals and plants. Hunting is another cause of endangerment. The hunting of whales has caused many species of whales to become endangered and whaling is now banned in many countries.
Examples of Endangered Species


The following chart includes six endangered species:

Birds


The California condor is a large, heavy bird with a wingspread under 2.9 meters. It is characterized by its bright yellow and red head. Condors only lay one egg at a time. The West African ostrich is also a very large bird with a long neck and long legs. Ostriches do not fly but can run at 65 km/hr. Contributing to their endangerment is the use of their feathers and skin for commercial use.

Mammals


Central and South America are native homes of the howler monkey. The howler monkey gets its name from the distinct and loud roar it makes. The roar can be heard over 3 km away. Giant pandas are known for their teddy bear appearance and black and white fur. They are also known for eating bamboo shoots. Giant pandas are native to China.

Reptiles


Leatherback turtles are large marine turtles weighing an average of 540 kg. The male leatherback turtle spends its entire life at sea while the female leatherback turtle only comes to beaches to lay eggs. The American alligator is the smaller of only two species of alligators that exist. It is rare for the American alligator to grow over 1.5 meters. Hunting is the main reason why the American alligator is an endangered species.
Future of Endangered Species


Many efforts have been made to protect species from becoming endangered and ultimately extinct. Laws have been passed in many different countries protecting endangered animals and plants and their habitats. Also, endangered species may be taken into captivity in hopes of increasing its population through breeding and eventually releasing the species back into the wild.
